MEN AND WOMEN OF THE BIBLE
THE QUEEN OF SHEBA

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.
Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. Prov 3:5-7

Who is the Queen of Sheba? In the Bible we are introduced to an unnamed queen from
the land of Sheba (thought to be modern day Ethiopia) who travels to Jerusalem to meet
King Solomon. 1 Kings 10
When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relationship to the LORD,
she came to test Solomon with hard questions. Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great
caravan—with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones—she came
to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on her mind. Solomon answered all her
questions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain to her. When the queen of Sheba saw all
the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, the food on his table, the seating of his
officials, the attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made
at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed.
She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your achievements and your
wisdom is true. But I did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes.
Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I
heard. How happy your people must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before
you and hear your wisdom! Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and
placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he has made
you king to maintain justice and righteousness.”
And she gave the king 120 talents of gold, large quantities of spices, and precious stones. Never
again were so many spices brought in as those the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.
(Hiram’s ships brought gold from Ophir; and from there they brought great cargoes of
almugwood and precious stones. The king used the almugwood to make supports for the temple
of the LORD and for the royal palace, and to make harps and lyres for the musicians. So much
almugwood has never been imported or seen since that day.)
King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she desired and asked for, besides what he had
given her out of his royal bounty. Then she left and returned with her retinue to her own country.
What we can learn from the queen of Sheeba
Her journey to seek truth was very long, tiring and uncomfortable.
She prepared many questions to test Solomon to see if what he
spoke was truth.
She understood that wisdom comes from God.
She sincerely praised God.

